
 
 

 
MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

of Slow Food UK 
held on Saturday 3rd February 2007 at 
Moor Park School, Ludlow, Shropshire 

Starting at 11.30 am 
 
 

 
 
 
Present: 95 members were present 
Apologies for absence were received from 85 members 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Sue Miller, Chair of Slow Food UK, welcomed members to Slow Food UK’s first AGM.   
 
Mike Piercy, Headmaster of Moor Park School gave a warm welcome to the delegates.  He explained that it was an 
honour to host this important event.  Moor Park very much shared the values of the movement and was delighted to 
show its support. 
 
Mark Pearce from Advantage West Midlands (AWM) Regional Development Agency introduced himself to the 
delegates, expressing AWM’s delight to be sponsoring the event.  AWM would continue to support the office set-up, 
future projects and assist in any practical way it could. 
 
Sue introduced the other members of the current Board of Directors: 
 

• Silvija Davidson – convivium leader of Slow Food London 
• John Fleming – Secretary & convivium leader of Slow Food Ludlow Marches 
• Pam Rodway  - convivium leader of Slow Food Highlands & Moray 
• Alan Roe – Development Director and member of Slow Food Ludlow 
• John Tiller – convivium leader of Slow Food East Lothian 
• Chris Walton – Finance Director and member of Slow Food Edinburgh 
• Giulio Colomba – Vice President of Slow Food International 

 
 
2. Chair’s Annual report 2005/6 
 
Sue Miller reported on Slow Food UK’s progress since the national association was launched in August 2005. The 
following points were made: 
 

• The Board had been working since the launch to put the foundations of the national association in place.  Sue 
acknowledged and expressed thanks for the support of the international office, convivium leaders, Fiona 
Richmond (SFUK Co-ordinator) and Wendy Fogarty throughout this formative period. 

 
Achievements to date included: 
 

• The national office had been established in Ludlow in December 2006 with funding pledged for 6 years from 
Advantage West Midlands and the communities of Ludlow. 

• The profile of the movement had been raised, most particularly at a series of events in December 2006, at 
which Carlo Petrini was present:  a press conference and dinner at Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons, hosted by 
Raymond Blanc; a breakfast reception hosted by Roast restaurant, Borough Market, London, which included a 



panel discussion with David Cameron MP, who declared his support for the movement and a lunch at the 
House of Lords kindly hosted by Lord Walton of Detchant. 

• Slow Food UK had been delighted to accept a pledge of £500,000 from Peter and Juliet Kindersley of the 
Sheepdrove Trust. Sue reported that there had been complications in receiving the funds, as Slow Food UK did 
not have charitable status but that Slow Food International and Sheepdrove’s lawyers were looking at possible 
solutions. 

 
Charitable status: Slow Food UK’s application for charitable status had been declined as it did not meet the necessary 
criteria. In particular, this was due to the movement’s support for producers and thus the commercial element.  
However, the situation was being reviewed with specialist charity lawyers. Sue also pointed out that, in its current form, 
Slow Food UK could not be a charity and that the solution was likely to be the formation of a separate, charitable arm.   
 
Structure of Slow Food UK: Sue explained that it was clear that the constitution of Slow Food UK needed to encourage 
and facilitate a stronger voice and representation from the membership. It was proposed that a Working Party be set up 
to examine the structure, and it was suggested that this be led by Mary Liddell from Slow Food London. It was 
proposed that Mary report back to the new board with proposed terms of reference for the working group, proposed 
composition and a suggested timescale for reporting its recommendations for improving the constitution. 
 
 
3. Address by Giulio Colomba, Vice President of Slow Food International 
 
Giulio addressed the meeting, and his remarks included the following: 
 

• Members, leaders and the Board were thanked for all their hard work and support to date. 
• The convivia were thanked for their fundraising efforts to support the national association. 
• Giulio appealed for a geographical balance of Directors in the new Board. 
• An appeal was also made for stronger and more efficient communication with the membership. 
• It was explained that a meeting of all the National Boards from around the world would take place in Pollenzo, 

Italy, from 16th – 18th February. 
• Giulio appealed to the new Board to hold a meeting for UK convivium leaders before mid-June 2007.  One of 

the main purposes of this meeting would be to approve the International Statute, prior to the International 
Congress in Mexico, November 2007. 

 
 
4. Presentation of accounts 2005 and 2006 by Chris Walton, Finance Director 
 
Accounts year ending 31st December 2005  (these had been circulated to members) 
 
Chris Walton pointed to the Profit & Loss summary on page 8, commenting that the turnover of  £5,699 reflected 
£2,600 from the share of subscriptions transferred from Slow Food International to Slow Food UK, with the remainder 
coming from donations to Slow Food UK. 
 
Chris Henry, Auditor from Sykes & Co. Registered Auditors and Chartered Accountants, Ludlow, was invited to speak 
from the floor.  Chris explained that as Slow Food UK had small company status and, although the accounts were not 
required to be audited, they had been examined.  The meeting agreed that an independent examination, rather than a full 
audit, was acceptable. 
 
Draft Accounts 2006  
 
Chris Walton made the following further points:  
 

• The accounts were still in draft form and would not be voted on at this AGM. 
• Chris pointed to the various income streams throughout the year, which included donations from the convivia 

as a result of fundraising dinners and other events; donations from local agencies and the community to 
support the Slow Food UK office and a management fee for the work carried out by Pam Rodway in 
organising the University of Gastronomic Sciences ‘stage’ in July 2006. 

• Slow Food UK broke even, following the profile-raising events in London and Oxford at the end of 2006. 
• In terms of expenditure, key items included Fiona Richmond’s salary; Board members’ travel and 

accommodation and business expenses. 
• The current surplus amounted to £25,000, which was a reasonable figure to work with at the start of 2007. 

 
 



 
5. Presentation of Development Plan & 3-year Financial Plan by Alan Roe, Development Director  
 
The following key points were made: 
 

• The Board would continue to work with convivia to raise funds. 
• Communication would be improved with the membership, in order that the ideals of the membership were met. 

The ideals are those of Slow Food; what we need to meet is the membership’s perception of how best to 
implement those ideals. 

• The 3-year Financial Plan was still very much a draft, subject to funding. 
 
 
6. Special Resolution 
 
Sue Miller drew attention to the Special Resolution, which would be voted on during the course of the meeting. The 
objective was simply to remove from the Memorandum and Artices of Association those clauses that had been added in 
order to support the application for charitable status.  This was merely a housekeeping exercise. Sue re-iterated that the 
National Statute and Memorandum & Articles were interim documents, until such time as the Working Party’s 
recommendations were put forward and approved. 
 
 
7. Question & Answer Session 
 
Sue Miller opened the floor to questions.  The salient points were as follows: 
 

• Financial accounts: in response to a query about the 2006 accounts, Chris Walton confirmed that these would 
not be voted on as they were still in draft form.  They must, however, be approved by 31st October 2007. 

 
• In response to another question as to why the accounts should not be audited, Chris Henry re-iterated his 

earlier proposal, which had been approved, that it was not necessary for the reasons stated previously.  Chris 
Henry also answered that he was unwilling to estimate how much an audit of the 2005 and 2006 accounts 
would cost, but he would be happy to supply a written estimate if the Board requested it. 

 
• There was some debate about the membership fees and, specifically, the figure of 40% that Alan Roe quoted as 

belonging to Slow Food UK. Alan explained that this figure was not final, as the membership fee allocation 
had still to be agreed between the Board and the International Office. 

 
• Chris Walton confirmed that the portion of the membership fees allocated to the convivium remained 

unchanged at the time of the AGM. 
 

• The Board would consult with members about the convivium allocation of the membership fee, as concern was 
expressed that this should be protected. 

 
• Alan confirmed that the members would get access to the 3-year financial plan. The Board would be working 

hard to engage with members.  Silvija Davidson added that the Board must be specific about the engagement 
with members and how these channels of communication would work. 

 
• Concerns were raised that a large proportion of the membership may not have received the documents 

containing Board nominations and proxy voting papers in sufficient time prior to the AGM. John Fleming 
explained that this was due to a number of factors, and particularly the time taken up with the preparation of 
the Special Resolution. Delegates were assured that all members without an e-mail address were sent the 
information by post. It was recognised, though, that problems with having inaccurate membership data may 
have resulted in some members not having received notification. This was mainly due to the nature of the 
present system whereby the database maintained at the International Office could not immediately reflect 
changes in membership recorded at convivium level. 

 
• Mary Liddell appealed for volunteers to sit on the Working Party 
 
• In response to a query about the use of the word ‘Limited’ in a non-profit association, Sue Miller explained 

that the Board was looking at whether it might be feasible to apply for Community Interest Company status.  
 
• It was confirmed that the Board would explore the opportunities for regional representatives. 



 
 
9. Resolutions and Election of Board Members 
 
The proposed resolutions from the Agenda were then put to the meeting. Voting was by show of hands, including proxy 
votes, unless otherwise indicated: 
 
(1) To approve the Annual Report for 2005/6. Carried. 
 
(2) To approve the final Report and Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2005, and the draft accounts for 

the year ending 31 December 2006. Carried. 
 
(3) To approve the appointment and remuneration of Sykes & Co, Registered Auditors and 

Chartered Accountants, Ludlow, as the Company’s Auditors for 2007. Carried. 
 
(4) Special Resolution: 

1. The name of the company be changed to SLOW FOOD UK LIMITED 
2. The draft Memorandum and Articles of Association set forth in the printed document 
produced to this meeting be approved and adopted as the Memorandum and Articles of the 
Company, in substitution for, and to the exclusion of, all existing memorandum and articles of 
association 
The special resolution was carried by show of hands, including proxy votes, there being the necessary majority 
of not less than three quarters of the votes cast. 

 
(5) To approve and adopt the Slow Food UK National Statute. Carried. 
 
(6) To elect eight Board members (directors) in accordance with the Memorandum and Articles of 

the Company and in accordance with the National Statute. Voting then took place by ballot. 
 

 
The meeting then adjourned in order for the votes to be counted, and for lunch. 
The meeting resumed after lunch. 
 
 
Sue Miller then announced the results of the ballot for Board members.  
 
The following candidates had been elected to the Board (in alphabetical order): 
Silvija Davidson, Angie Dodd, Lyndon Gee, Iain Liddell, Pam Rodway, Alan Roe, Chris Walton, Suzanne Wynn. 
 
The following candidates were unsuccessful (in alphabetical order): Carolyn Chesshire, John Fleming, Nick McGill, 
Lindy Wildsmith. 
 
Giulio Colomba remained on the Board as the person appointed by the International President of Slow Food in 
accordance with Article 23(b) of the company’s Memorandum and Articles of Association. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at approximately 2.45 pm. 
 


